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University of applied science Denmark: Position Paper on the consultation of EU Competitiveness 
in the next Multiannual Financial Framework 

As a contribution to the ongoing debates and upcoming political negotiations on EU’s next Multiannual 
Financial Framework (MFF), the Danish universities of applied science hereby share our 
recommendations for the consultation on Competitiveness. 

Following last year’s publications of high-level reports by Enrico Letta, Mario Draghi and Manuel Heitor 
all pointing to EU’s main challenges related to the slow pace of innovation uptake and overall 
competitiveness, we emphasise that Europe’s strength in fostering prosperity and cohesion lies in 
cross-border collaboration among Member states. In order to deliver on a future that is not only green 
and digital, but also socially adoptable and aware, we urge the European Commission to include a 
strong dimension of collaborative research and innovation in the upcoming proposal, supporting 
research activities being carried out in broad consortia. The collaborative requirement builds consortia 
that cover the wider scale of the Technology Readiness Level and thereby allows for a better flow of 
knowledge and bridging the gap between basic research and market uptake. We also urge the European 
Commission, to build a RDI structure which acknowledges that the role of RDI is not only to fuel 
competitiveness. RDI is equally essential to safeguard social welfare, ensuring that growth and 
innovation translate into tangible improvements in quality of life and social cohesion. 

As universities of applied science, we are strongly anchored in regional ecosystems within many 
different sectors, covering both the EU’s industrial clusters and education (from early childhood 
education and school to adult and continued education) and the healthcare sector. We are close to 
end-users both in the public and private sector and deliver high-quality education and research in close 
partnerships. Many of our activities are founded in young research environments and we hope that the 
next RDI structure will maintain its focus on fostering these young researchers’ careers as well capacity-
build the research environments to take full advantage of the European Research Area.  

The principle of excellence and competitive calls must remain the foundation for the next RDI structure 
together with greater transparency in the implementation of co-programmed and co-funded 
partnerships. The involvement of industry as well as broader ecosystems will be increasingly important 
in strengthening EU’s competitiveness, welfare and social cohesion. 

In summary, we hope that the following will be taken into account when designing the next RDI 
structure: 

✓ Collaborative research and innovation calls.  
✓ Comprehensive coverage of the TRL spectrum.  
✓ A variety of both top-down and bottom-up calls. 
✓ Foster and strengthen young research environment.  
✓ Promote RDI that recognises welfare, social cohesion and lifelong learning as fundamental 

drivers of EU’s competitiveness. 

University Colleges Denmark represents six universities of applied sciences, offering professional bachelor programmes at 
EQF 6 and 7 to Danish and international students, as well as conducting applied research in dedicated fields such as 
education, nursing and health, social work, engineering, business, arts, communication, and technology. 


